MEETING NO.  42

OF THE

NEPOOL REGIONAL TRANSMISSION PLANNING COMMITTEE

October 12, 1999

Westborough, MA

Members Present   (A: Alternate, DR: Designated Representative)
C. P. Salamone, Chair
- NSTAR

G. Cain (A)
- NSTAR

D. M. Conroy
- Central Maine Power Company 

J. Fenn
- Bangor Hydro Electric Company

W. Fowler
- Sithe New England Holdings

P. A. Fiocchi
- Southern Energy New England

R. Hinners (A)
- Vermont Electric Power Company

G. Johnson (DR)
- Duke Energy North America

R. V. Kowalski, Assistant Secretary (A)
- ISO New England

P. Renaud
- Montaup Electric Company 

D. Rogers
- Northeast Utilities System Companies

P. Savage (A)
- Aquila Energy Marketing, Citizens Power Sales (DR), Tractebel Energy Marketing (DR)

M. Schaefer (A)
- FPL Energy

R. deR. Stein (A)
- El Paso Power Services Company, PEC Energy  Marketing, Berkshire Power Development (DR)

P. Tatro (A)
- New England Power Company

M. Tremblay (DR)
- HQ Energy Services (US)

D. Walters
- New England Power Company

G. V. Zito
- United Illuminating Company

Guests

S. Sayer
- Constellation Power Development

W. Sheehan
- Consolidated Edison Energy, Inc.

P. Wellman
- NEPOOL/D,B&H

Minutes of Meeting No. 41
It was moved, seconded and voted to approve, with an amended date, the 2nd Draft minutes of the September 14, 1999 meeting of the Regional Transmission Planning Committee as final minutes of that meeting.  With three Sectors voting the motion passed unanimously, with 1 abstention in the Generation Sector. 

 18.4 Applications and PTF Cost Approval Applications

· Participants Committee review process –

Mr. Wellman described the proposed procedures for the Participants Committee to address 18.4 applications.  It has been suggested that 18.4 applications which are unanimously approved by a lower committee would be eligible for the consent agenda.  It has been further recommended that, for purposes of being placed on the Participants Committee consent agenda, the lower committee vote would be considered unanimous if there are no opposition votes; abstentions would be disregarded.  If a vote to approve was not unanimous, the opposing party would be consulted regarding the acceptability of placing the 18.4 application on the consent agenda.  Participant Committee bylaws would allow items to be removed from the consent agenda for discussion.

· 18.4 Applications and PTF Cost Approval - 

· NEP-99-T08  Rebuild Deerfield 4, MA - Vernon, VT C3/D4 69 kV lines

Mr. Walters and Mr. Hinners reported that there were no unacceptable conditions for the Vermont Yankee plant associated with the proposed change or during the construction outage required to implement the change.  Additionally, Mr. Walters indicated that it was likely that the line could be restored to service during the construction period if necessary.  It was moved, seconded and voted to recommend that the Participants Committee approve the New England Power Company 18.4 Application NEP-99-T08, to rebuild the double circuit C3/D4 line with a new single circuit line as described in Mr. Latulipe’s August 11, 1999 transmittal to Messrs. Shortley and James.  With three Sectors voting, the motion passed unanimously.

· CMP-99-G03, -T04, -X01 850 MW Gorham Energy Project, Associated Transmission and SPS Changes

Following an extended discussion of the study report, it was moved, seconded and voted to recommend that the Participants Committee approve the Central Maine Power Company 18.4 Applications:

· CMP-99-G03 for the Gorham Energy Project, as detailed in Ms. K. Kerr’s September 2 transmittal to Mr. Shortley, subject to completion of the following conditions:

a) Replacement of Moshers Breaker K164-2 which increases the fault duty of the breaker.

b) Power System Stabilizers (PSS) on the Gorham Energy units.

c) Out of Step protection on the Gorham Energy units.

d) The successful installation and operation of the Maine Independence Station interconnection facilities identified in the Central Maine Power letter of November 25, 1998.

· CMP-99-T04 for a new single 10 mile 345 kV circuit from Buxton Station to Gorham Energy Project, with two new 345 kV circuit breakers and line termination at Buxton.

· CMP-99-X01 for modification of the Maxcys SPS timer to ensure that the Maxcys SPS operates before the Bucksport SPS.

With three Sectors voting, the motion passed as follows: Transmission and Supplier Sectors, each 25% in favor and 0% opposed; Generation Sector 20% in favor, 5% opposed, 1 abstention.

In response to a question, Mr. Conroy stated that the study assumed a PV20 import of approximately 140 MW.

· ConEd-99-G01 525 MW Newington Energy Facility

· NU-99-T09 Associated Transmission Changes

It was moved, seconded and voted to recommend that the Participants Committee approve both the Con Edison 18.4 Application ConEd-99-G01 for the Newington Energy plant, as detailed in Mr. R. Bozgo’s September 2, 1999 transmittal to Messrs. James and Shortley sent by Mr. Scarfone by email to the Committee on September 30, 1999, and the Northeast Utilities 18.4 Application NU-99-T09 for interconnection of the plant, as detailed in Mr. Scarfone’s  September 3, 1999 transmittal to Mr. Shortley.  With three Sectors voting, the motion passed unanimously, with 1 abstention in the Generation Sector.

In response to a question, Mr. Rogers stated that the study assumed a PV20 import of approximately 140 MW.

· NEP-99-T11 Rebuild Millbury 69 kV substation

Mr. Kowalski reported that the Transmission Task Force had reviewed the application and concluded that the project would have no adverse impact on the reliability or operating characteristics of the bulk power system.  It was moved, seconded and voted to recommend that the Participants Committee approve the New England Power Company 18.4 Application NEP-99-T11, for the rebuilding of the Millbury 69 kV substation, as described in Mr. Latulipe’s September 15, 1999 transmittal to Messrs. Shortley and James.  With three Sectors voting, the motion passed unanimously.

Following some discussion of the associated PTF costs, the Committee requested that Mr. Walters provide additional information regarding the need for the project.

· NEP-99-T04  Sandy Pond 115 kV Circuit Breaker and L-138E and L-138W Line Terminations

Mr. Kowalski reported that the Transmission Task Force had reviewed the application and concluded that the project would have no adverse impact on the reliability or operating characteristics of the bulk power system.  It was moved, seconded and voted to recommend that the Participants Committee approve the New England Power Company 18.4 Application NEP-99-T04, for the addition of a new 115 kV circuit breaker at Sandy Pond Substation and to provide the L-138E and L-138W lines their own positions in the breaker and ½ station, as described in Mr. Gabremicaels September 14, 1999 transmittal to Messrs. Shortley and James; and to approve the PTF costs, estimated at $380,000, as PTF investment.  With three Sectors voting, the motion passed unanimously.

· CMP-99-T03  Maguire Road-Quaker Hill 115 kV line rebuild

Mr. Conroy described this modification as being associated with the construction of the proposed Westbrook power plant.  There was some discussion of the preference, but not necessity, of keeping all 18.4 applications associated with a project together.  It was moved and seconded to table discussion of this 18.4 application until all of the applications related to Westbrook are addressed.  Following an initial vote of  7 oppositions by the Transmission Sector (NU, EUA, UI, VELCO, BHE, CMP, NStar), the motion to table was withdrawn.

It was moved, seconded and voted to recommend that the Participants Committee approve the Central Maine Power Company 18.4 Application CMP-99-T03, for the rebuilding of the Maguire Road-Quaker Hill 115 kV line, as detailed in Ms. K. Kerr’s September 30 transmittal to Mr. Shortley.  With three Sectors voting, the motion passed unanimously, with 3 abstentions in the Generation Sector and 1 abstention in the Supplier Sector.

· NEP-99-T10  Correction of application number

Mr. Walters notified the Committee that the application previously submitted as NEP-99-T11 had been incorrectly numbered and that it had been corrected to NEP-99-T10.  The application as approved by the Participants Committee was referenced correctly as NEP-99-T10.

· NEP-99-T12  115 kV T-146 line tap and Burtt Road substation

Mr. Kowalski reported that the Transmission Task Force had reviewed the application and concluded that the project would have no adverse impact on the reliability or operating characteristics of the bulk power system.  It was moved, seconded and voted to recommend that the Participants Committee approve the New England Power Company 18.4 Application NEP-99-T12, for the addition of a new 115/13.8 kV Burtt Rd. substation tapped off the T-146 115 kV line, as described in Mr. Gabremicaels September 14, 1999 transmittal to Messrs. Shortley and James.  With three Sectors voting, the motion passed unanimously.

· NEP-99-T13  115 kV G-133W line tap and Golden Rock substation

Mr. Kowalski reported that the Transmission Task Force had reviewed the application and concluded that the project would have no adverse impact on the reliability or operating characteristics of the bulk power system.

It was moved, seconded and voted to recommend that the Participants Committee approve the New England Power Company 18.4 Application NEP-99-T13, for the addition of a new 115/23 kV Golden Rock Rd. substation tapped off of the G-133W 115 kV line, as described in Mr. Gabremicael’s September 14, 1999 transmittal to Messrs. Shortley and James.  With three Sectors voting, the motion passed unanimously.

· PTF Cost Approval Application Associated with Bridgeport Energy Upgrades

Mr. Zito reviewed the transmission upgrades associated with the project.  The Committee did not contest the need for the upgrades; however, it was suggested that consideration of the PTF cost allocation for this generation project be deferred until the congestion management system and cost allocation mechanism is filed with FERC.  It was moved and seconded and voted to table discussion of cost allocation for this project until January 1, 2000.  With three Sectors voting, the motion was treated as passing: Transmission Sector– 1 opposed, 7 in favor; Generation Sector- 4 opposed, 2 in favor; Supplier Sector- 1 opposed, 3 in favor, 1 abstention.  Subsequently, the validity of the vote was questioned regarding whether a simple majority or a super-majority was required on a procedural issue such as tabling the vote.

· PTF Cost Approval Application Associated with EUA-99-T01

It was moved, seconded and voted to recommend that the Participants Committee approve the PTF costs associated with the second transformer and in-line breaker at Washington substation of 18.4 Application EUA-99-T01, estimated in September 1999 at $928,000 , as PTF investment.  With three Sectors voting, the motion passed unanimously.

Interconnection Treatment in Studies

Mr. Tremblay reviewed the letter that he sent to Mr. Salamone regarding the treatment of the HVDC ties in studies and the extent to which the 18.4 review procedure would apply to modifications intended to increase the ability to operate the Phase II tie at its 2000MW design capacity.  Mr. Kowalski noted that an objective of the Minimum Interconnection Standard is to preserve the capacity of the transmission system, not the ability of individual internal or external resources to use the transmission system.  With respect to Sandy Pond, studies are being done to assure that the design capability of the Sandy Pond bus to deliver 2000 MW to the AC system is not degraded, although, there is no requirement that the resource supply to the Sandy Pond AC bus must be the Phase II HVDC line.  Similarly, the independent capacity of the HVDC tie should not be degraded by system changes.  Mr. Tremblay acknowledged the understanding that, consistent with the current Minimum Interconnection Standard, the HVDC imports may be displaced by other resources, as long as the AC system total transfer capability is preserved.

Regarding other system modifications, the normal 18.4 application procedures would apply.  The 18.4 analyses and reviews would be conducted to the extent that study resources are available and can be applied without impeding other ongoing analyses.

Mr. Salamone will prepare a written response from the Committee to Mr. Tremblay.

15.5 Application Form
The Committee reviewed the proposed changes to the 15.5 application form and suggested some further modification.  Mr. Cain agreed to modify the form and distribute it for review.

RTPC 18.4 Application Documentation Review Protocol

This item was deferred to a future meeting.

NEPOOL Task Forces/ISO Study Groups

Mr. Kowalski explained that the ISO had established its own study groups, outside of the NEPOOL Task Forces to assist the ISO in executing its responsibilities.  It was further explained that the ISO groups were necessary in order to work effectively while maintaining the FERC standards of conduct and customer confidentiality, as the NEPOOL groups are currently a public forum.  While some concern was expressed regarding the existence of closed groups, it was also suggested that distributing study materials sufficiently ahead of RTPC meetings should meet the same objective as attending task force meetings.  Mr. Kowalski also noted that the ISO also facilitates other group confidential discussions.

Mr. Wellman indicated that he would review the confidentiality and FERC standards of conduct issues with ISO Counsel.

Task Force Appointments

The Committee approved the following task force appointments:


Omar Sanchez, ISO-NE

Secretary, Transmission Task Force


Kevin Mankouski, ISO-NE
Chair, System Design Task Force


Steve Masse, EUA

Transmission Task Force
Future Meetings
· RTPC

Meetings are normally held on the second Tuesday of the month.  A special meeting is scheduled on October 26 in Northboro, MA; the next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on November 9.

· Planning Process Subcommittee

The subcommittee is normally scheduled to meet on the first and third Tuesdays of the month in 1999.  However, the next meetings are scheduled for Monday, November 8 and Tuesday, November 16.


Respectfully Submitted,


Richard V. Kowalski, Assistant Secretary


NEPOOL Regional Transmission Planning Committee
ISO-NE/RVK – 11/18/99


