MEETING NO.  39

OF THE

NEPOOL REGIONAL TRANSMISSION PLANNING COMMITTEE

July 12-13, 1999

Newport, RI

Members Present

C. P. Salamone, Chair
- Commonwealth Electric Company

G. E. Cain
- Boston Edison Company

D. M. Conroy
- Central Maine Power Company 

E. O. Disher (Designated Representative)
- Duke Energy North America

W. S. Fowler
- Sithe New England Holdings

R. F. Hinners (Alternate)
- Vermont Electric Power Company

T. Gentile (part-time)
- Montaup Electric Company

D. James, Secretary
- ISO New England

R. Juteau
- HQ Energy Services (US)

R. V. Kowalski, Assistant Secretary (Alternate)(part-time)
- ISO New England

J. McCluskey (Designated Representative)(July 12)
- Bangor Hydro Electric Company

B. W. McKinnon (part-time by telephone July 13)
- Twenty-eight Massachusetts Municipal Participants; Connecticut Municipal Electric Energy Cooperative; NH Electric Coop (Alternate); Mass. Municipal Wholesale Electric Company and Pascoag Fire District

P. Renaud 
- Montaup Electric Company 

K. D. Rogers
- Northeast Utilities System Companies

M. Schaefer (Alternate)
- FPL Energy

D. Sipe 
- Industrial Energy Consumer Group

  R. deR. Stein (Alternate)
- El Paso Power Services Company, PEC Energy  Marketing, Wisvest-Connecticut

P. Tatro (Alternate)
- New England Power Company

D. Walters
- New England Power Company

G. V. Zito
- United Illuminating Company

Guests

S. Sayer
- Constellation Power Development

D. Stosick
- ISO New England

P. Wellman (part-time)
- Day, Berry and Howard

Chair Report

Messrs. Salamone and Stein, respectively, reported on the June 11 and July 9 Participants Committee (PC) meetings.  Referring to a letter from the Chairman of the PC, Mr. Salamone indicated that actions of the RTPC and the other Principal Committees would be advisory in nature unless specific decision-making authority is delegated to them.  Such recommendations would normally be dealt with by the PC on a consent agenda basis.  Mr.  Wellman briefed the committee on voting procedures under the Forty-Second Agreement and indicated that NEPOOL counsel (DBH) expects to be distributing draft by-laws for each of the Principal Committees in the near future.  A draft form of RTPC bylaws was distributed by Mr. Salamone to stimulate future discussion.  Comments are to be directed to Mr. Salamone and Pat Gerrity of DBH.

Minutes of Meeting No. 38

It was moved and seconded to approve, without change, the 2nd Draft minutes of the June 8, 1999 meeting of the Regional Transmission Planning Committee as final minutes of that meeting.  With four Sectors voting (but the Supplier Sector not having a quorum) the motion passed unanimously.

18.4 Applications

· NU-99-T08  Berkshire Power Interim Connection
It was moved, seconded and voted to recommend that the Participants Committee approve the Northeast Utilities’ 18.4 Application, NU-99-T08, for installation of a 115kV disconnect switch in the North Bloomfield-Agawam-Franconia 1781 line as an interim connection to provide a path for part of the output of the Berkshire Power Project to be supplied to the New England bulk power system, as detailed in Mr. Armand Catelli’s June 2, 1999 transmittal to Mr. Shortley.  With four Sectors voting (but the Supplier Sector not having a quorum) the motion passed unanimously with one abstention in the Generation Sector.

· CMP-99-T02  Maine Yankee Line Termination Changes

It was moved, seconded and voted to recommend that the Participants Committee approve the Central Maine Power Company application CMP-99-T02 to move the termination of the Maine Yankee-Maxcy’s 345 kV line section 392 at Maine Yankee and to add a 345 kV circuit breaker at the Maine Yankee substation as detailed in Mr. Conroy’s June 17, 1999 transmittal to Mr. Shortley.  With four Sectors voting (but the Supplier Sector not having a quorum) the motion passed unanimously.

· NEP-99-T05  Johnson Tap to Drumrock Upgrades

It was moved, seconded and voted to recommend that the Participants Committee approve the New England Power application NEP-99-T05 to upgrade the Johnson Tap to Drumrock section of the S-171S and T-172S 115 kV lines and upgrade and replace terminal equipment at Drumrock substation as detailed in Mr. Rodriguez’ June 28, 1999 transmittal to Messrs. James and Shortley.  With four Sectors voting (but the Supplier Sector not having a quorum) the motion passed unanimously.

· BE-98-G01/NEP-98-G02  ANP Blackstone and Bellingham Plants

Following adoption of the Minimum Interconnection Standard (MIS) at the customer’s request , NEP initiated review of the facilities associated with the 18.4 Applications approved for the ANP Blackstone and Bellingham plants.  In seeking RTPC concurrence with the NEP determination of facilities identified as necessary under the MIS, Mr. Tatro indicated the Transmission and Stability Task Forces have completed their review of  the assessment and they concur with its results.  The RTPC did not object to these facilities providing the basis for filing future 18.4 Applications.

This discussion raised the question of the relationship between 18.4 Applications associated with facilities needed to satisfy the MIS and Applications previously approved under the earlier more comprehensive interconnection standards.  A single agenda item meeting of the Planning Process Subcommittee was scheduled for July 28 to develop the issue for the August RTPC meeting.

· Andover, MA Combined Cycle Plant

The committee acknowledged notification of a 4.75 MW combined cycle plant in Andover, MA recently connected to the 13.2 kV distribution system out of East Tewksbury substation.

Subordinate 18.4 Application Policy

Mr. Walters led discussion of the changes proposed in the 9th draft after which it was moved, seconded and voted to recommend that the Participants Committee approve the proposed Subordinate 18.4 Application Policy including the modifications made at this meeting.  With four Sectors voting (but the Supplier Sector not having a quorum) the motion passed as follows: Publicly Owned Entity Sector 25% in favor and 0% opposed; Generation Sector 25% in favor and 0% opposed; Supplier Sector 0.76% in favor and 0.76% opposed; Transmission Sector 25% in favor and 0% opposed.

Planning Document Structure

The Planning Process Subcommittee is organizing the several planning documents into a set of Planning Procedures using the format and structure as was proposed to the RTPC.

NEPOOL Comprehensive Review of Transmission Reliability

This study was conducted by ISO-NE and several NEPOOL Participants with review by the Transmission and Stability Task Forces.  In presenting the results of the report, Mr. Stosick explained that an analysis of this kind must be conducted periodically to determine if the plans for expansion of the bulk power system in New England conform to NPCC reliability requirements.  This study indicates that they do.  The facilities included were those proposed for service by 2004 and whose 18.4 Applications had been favorably reviewed by the Transmission and Stability Task Forces at the time the study began in April, 1999.  It was moved, seconded and voted to recommend that the Participants Committee approve the report, “NEPOOL Comprehensive Review of Transmission Reliability 1999-2004”, and authorize ISO New England to forward the document to NPCC for their review and approval.  With four Sectors voting (but the Supplier Sector not having a quorum) the motion passed unanimously with thirty-two abstentions in the Publicly Owned Entity Sector.

Compliance Working Group Proposal

A process for determining responsibility and requirements for compliance with the NPCC Reliability Compliance Program and, hence, the NERC Planning Standards was presented by the Compliance Working Group.  The process differentiates between those Standards that are directed to the New England Control Area and those directed to individual Industry Participants and it provides for Compliance Templates for each grouping.  As NERC plans to introduce the Standards through “field tests” over a four-year period, the Working Group anticipates continued development of the process and additional specific Compliance Templates.  Following further revisions to the text, it was moved, seconded and voted to recommend that the Participants Committee approve a new Planning Procedure, “NEPOOL Compliance Review Process”, as a working document to guide development of NEPOOL processes consistent with NERC and NPCC planning standards.  With four Sectors voting (but the Supplier Sector not having a quorum) the motion passed unanimously with one abstention in the Publicly Owned Entity Sector.
FERC Ruling on Enhanced Interconnection
Mr. Wellman indicated that a compliance filing is being prepared consistent with the FERC ruling regarding the enhanced interconnection study option being beyond the scope of the October 29 order.  Specifically, he referred to the draft revision to Section 49 of the NEPOOL OATT, indicating the immediate response simply would delete all references to enhanced interconnection.  The Interconnection Procedures must also be reviewed for consistency with the changes to Section 49; the Planning Process Subcommittee will add this review to their August 3 agenda.  

Generator Control System Issues
Mr. Kowalski reported that recent simulations of future system conditions have indicated a need for analysis of generator excitation system settings and perhaps additions of power system stabilizers.  Such an analysis would begin with verifying that actual control system settings are as represented.  The committee was receptive to a proposal to address the issue.

Future Meetings

· RTPC

Meetings are normally held on the second Tuesday of the month.  The next meeting is scheduled for August 10 in Westborough, MA.

· Planning Process Subcommittee

The subcommittee is scheduled to meet on the first and third Tuesdays of the month in 1999.  The next meetings are scheduled for July 28 and August 3.

· System Design Task Force

Mr. James reported that a SDTF meeting has been scheduled for July 27 to initiate review of the Capacity Rating Procedures and SF6 circuit breaker design requirements for achieving independent pole tripping capability.


Respectfully Submitted,


Douglas James, Secretary


NEPOOL Regional Transmission Planning Committee
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