
MEETING NO.  25

OF THE 

NEPOOL REGIONAL TRANSMISSION PLANNING COMMITTEE

September 15, 1998

Westborough, MA

Members Present

G. E. Cain
- Boston Edison Company

M. A. Cannella (part-time)
- United Illuminating Company

A. Catelli (Designated Representative)
- Northeast Utilities Service Company

J. Fenn (Alternate)
- Small Private Participants 

R. F. Hinners (Alternate)
- Vermont Electric Power Company

D. A. James, Secretary
- ISO New England

G. Johnson (Designated Representative)
- US Generating Company

R. V. Kowalski, Assistant Secretary (Alternate)
- ISO New England

B. W. Mc Kinnon 
- Small Public Participants

P. Renaud (Alternate)
- Eastern Utilities Associates Companies

C. P. Salamone, Vice Chairman
- Commonwealth Electric Company

D. Walters
- New England Power Company

G. Zito
- United Illuminating Company

Guests

T. Atkins
- Berkshire Power

E. Disher
- Weil and Howe/Duke Energy

W. Fowler
- Sithe New England

R. Juteau
- HQ US

E. Klawitter
- RI Hope Energy

R. Place 
- Westbrook Power

P. Savage
- BOW/Tractebel Power

S. Sayer
- Weil and Howe/Constellation Power

R. Schoneck
- Florida Power & Light Co.

J. Sheehan
- RI Hope Energy

R. Stein
- Weil and Howe/Milford Power L.P.

D. Stosick (part time)
- ISO New England

Minutes of Meeting No. 24

It was moved, seconded and voted (Load Aggregators/Power Marketer and Generator Owners Representatives, Central Maine Power Company absent; Small Private Participants Representative abstaining) to approve the Draft for Approval minutes of the August 17-18 meeting of the Regional Transmission Planning Committee, as amended, as final minutes of the meeting.

18.4 Applications

· FGE-98-RR01 Fitchburg 7 Unit Retirement

It was moved, seconded and voted to approve (Small PublicParticipants Representative against; EUA abstaining; Load Aggregators/Power Marketer and Generator Owners Representatives, Central Maine Power Company absent) the Fitchburg Gas and Electric Light Company (“FGE”) application FGE-98-RR01 for retirement of the Fitchburg 7 gas turbine peaking unit (26.6 MW winter/20.0 MW summer), effective September 30, 1998 as described in Mr. David Foote’s  August 11, 1998 transmittal to Mr. Shortley.

The continued status of FGE’s 69kV lines as PTF will be reviewed in light of this unit’s retirement.

· NEP-98-T07 Dorchester-Quincy (MA) 115 kV lines

It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted to approve (Load Aggregators/Power Marketer and Generator Owners Representatives, Central Maine Power Company absent) the New England Power Company application NEP-98-T07 for the addition of two 115 kV underground cables from Dewar Street Substation in Dorchester, MA to the North Quincy Substation in Quincy, MA for service in 2000, as detailed in Mr. Dean Latulipe’s August 14, 1998 transmittal to Messrs. Shortley and James. 

· UI-98-G04  Bridgeport Energy Center, Phase II

Mr. Cannella reported on discussions at the recent NEPOOL Executive Committee (“NEC”)meeting regarding the specification of conditions for approval of the application and the NEC’s decision to defer a vote. USGen had objected to UI’s proposed conditions at the last NEC meeting.  UI and USGen are working on mutually agreeable language on conditions for approval which will be recommended to the NEC.  Mr. Cannella indicated that he would distribute the agreed upon draft language to the RTPC for review and comment prior to the next NEC meeting.

NEPOOL Comprehensive Review of Transmission Reliability
Mr. Stosick presented the results of the assessment for NPCC.  This assessment identified double circuit tower contingencies in Maine as potentially becoming an operating concern in the future as new northern Maine generation becomes developed.  Mr. Stosick indicated that an updated draft of the study will be distributed.

Planning Process Issues
· Congestion Management

Following some discussion, the Planning Subcommittee was assigned to report to the Committee in December on issues, concerns and recommended philosophies for transmission planning and design in an environment which allows increased transmission congestion.  The Subcommittee will also consider what can be done to adapt the study process to this environment. 

· External Tie Capability

The Committee supported that current levels of import capability should be maintained as part of the transmission design and development process.  The Planning Subcommittee was requested to consider the appropriate levels which should be maintained for Phase II internal New England capability and the system conditions for which they should be maintained.

· RTPC Technical Support

Following some discussion, it was generally supported that the Transmission and Stability Task Forces should remain separate.  Additional discussion is necessary to determine if additional coordination responsibility should be assigned to the TTF or remain with the RTPC.

· Tuspani Power Project

Mr. Renaud reported that, although the System Impact Study agreement had been executed on June 29, the developer of the Tuspani project had not yet supplied data pursuant to the agreement.  Mr. Renaud was requested to notify the developer of the deficiency and specify a date by which data would be required.  Mr. Kowalski will review the interconnection procedures and recommend changes which could assist in dealing with this or similar issues.

Implementation of NERC Planning Standards
Mr. James briefly summarized recent activities associated with implementation of the NERC Planning Standards.  It was noted that the pilot program has been reduced to 16 measurements.  Mr. James also noted that legislation will be required to empower NAERO to enforce compliance.

October 20 Joint Meeting with MRPC
Agenda items suggested for the meeting included CRS-39, planning documents, impacts of transmission constraints on bulk power supply reliability, congestion issues, and tie benefits.

Future Meetings

RTPC Meetings are normally scheduled for the third Tuesday of the month.  The next meeting is scheduled for October 20, 1998.

The next Planning Subcommittee meetings are scheduled for October 9 and October 16.


Respectfully Submitted,


Richard V. Kowalski, Assistant Secretary


NEPOOL Regional Transmission Planning Committee
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