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Members Present

P. Brown (Designated Representative)
- Marketers/Load Aggregators

G. E. Cain
- Boston Edison Company

D. M. Conroy
- Central Maine Power Company

M. L. Knight (Designated Representative)
- United Illuminating Company

L. F. Eisenstat (Designated Representative)
- Generation Owners

J. H. Fenn (Alternate)
- Small Private Representative

R. F. Hinners (Alternate) 
- Vermont Electric Power Company

D. A. James, Secretary
- ISO New England

R. V. Kowalski, Assistant Secretary (Alternate)
- ISO New England

B. W. McKinnon
- Public Power Representative

C. P. Salamone, Vice Chairman
- Commonwealth Electric Company 

A. Scarfone (Alternate)
- Northeast Utilities Service Company

D. Walters
- New England Electric System Operating Companies

Minutes

It was moved, seconded and voted (9 in favor, UICO abstained, EUA and Small Public representative absent) to approve the Draft for Approval minutes of the January 20, 1998 meeting of the Regional Transmission Planning Committee as final minutes of that meeting.

18.4 Applications

CMP-97-G05, Rumford Power Associates Plant

CMP-97-T02, Rumford Industrial Park Substation and 115kV Transmission Facility Additions/Changes

It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted (EUA absent) to approve the Central Maine Power Company application CMP-97-G05 for the interconnection of the Rumford Power Associates 279 MW gas combined cycle power plant in Rumford, ME, subject to the completion of the proposed required improvements on the CMP transmission system, and application CMP-97-T02 for associated transmission modifications, as detailed in Mr. Small’s two December 31, 1997 transmittals to Mr. Shortley.  It was noted that during expectedly infrequent periods of minimum load at the Mead and International Paper mills, post contingency reduction of approximately 25 MW at either the Rumford Power Associates plant or at Androscoggin Energy Center would be required to reduce critical line loadings to below LTE ratings.

UI-98-G01, Bridgeport Energy Project

Ms. Knight reported that the Transmission Task Force (“TTF”) had requested resolution of short circuit duty concerns at Devon before it could offer its recommendation on operating the project at 340MW.  The Committee expressed concern that the 18.4 application had been submitted for the full 520 MW combined cycle capability of the plant, expected by 1999; yet transmission plans had only been developed and reviewed for integration of the plant’s 340 MW gas turbine capability, expected in service for the summer of 1998.  The Committee indicated that it is receptive to a two phase project approach, but is reluctant to consider a single generation application for the full 520MW without the identification of the specific transmission requirements necessary to integrate the full capability of the unit.  Ms. Knight will discuss the Committee’s concerns with the unit owner.

Pool Transmission Facilities Catalog
It was moved, seconded and voted (8 in favor; NEP, VELCO, Generation Owners representative abstained, EUA absent) to approve the catalog without prejudice to the issue raised in Mr. Rogers letter to Mr. Blinn, dated 2/12/98, regarding a Transmission Provider’s option of designating as PTF a facility which meets the PTF definition.  The Committee agreed that it would discuss the issue of discretionary designation of PTF-eligible facilities as PTF at its next meeting.

Study of New Interconnections and Transmission Service
Generation Interconnection Study Procedure

Mr. Kowalski distributed a discussion paper prepared with input from the Planning Process Sub-Committee which outlined the structure of a uniform procedure to apply for and manage the study of generation interconnection in NEPOOL.  Following some discussion, Mr. Kowalski requested the Committee to comment on the concepts and issues raised in the paper, in preparation for further discussion in the Sub-Committee.

Study Interchange Assumptions

The Committee briefly discussed the issue of the appropriate level of interchange to examine in studies.  Support was expressed that testing be performed at current interface capabilities to determine relative impact and that firm obligations would need to be respected.  This issue will be addressed by the Planning Process Sub-Committee.


NERC Planning Standards Implementation

Mr. James reported on activities relating to implementation of the recently-adopted NERC Planning Standards and reviewed his proposal for NEPOOL’s implementation effort.  The Committee supported the development of a formal process for demonstrating compliance with the standards.  The compliance review of the NEPOOL/ISO documents may also potentially prompt recommendations for changes to the NERC Planning Standards.  The Committee agreed with the recommendation that a joint subcommittee with 1 or two members from each of the MRPC, RTPC, RTOC, and RMOC, be established to address the implementation effort.  Messrs. James and Rogers will initiate the effort to form this group.

Procedure for Reporting Notice of Intent to Construct, Retire or Change Facilities in Accordance with Section 18.4 (CRS 39)

The Committee requested the Planning Process Sub-Committee to review the most recent draft document to identify changes which can and should be made in the near term.  Additional substantive changes may be required in the future as the NEPOOL planning process is reviewed.

NEPOOL Blackstart Requirements
The Committee briefly discussed the concern of assuring sufficient blackstart capability in the future.  It must be determined how to plan for and establish what constitutes an adequate level of blackstart capability.  Also, if need is determined, what is the appropriate means for procurement.  It was recommended that the RTPC meet jointly with the RTOC to discuss this issue.

NEPOOL Committee Representation
The following committee membership changes were announced:


TTF
UICO
Guy Cattaruzza replaces Richard David


VTF
ISO-NE
Pam Kozlowski and John Simonelli are no longer members

PTF Cost Allocation Working Group
Mr. Eisenstat reported that the NEPOOL Executive Committee agreed to an initial PTF allocation cap of 62.5% and to the security provisions in the RTPC/RTOC report to the NEC and authorized the working group to prepare a NEPOOL Agreement reflecting that agreement.  The joint RTPC/RTOC working group will meet on 2/24 to review draft amendment language.

Next Meeting

Third Tuesday of the month.  The next meeting will be held on March 17.


Respectfully Submitted,


Richard V. Kowalski, Assistant Secretary


NEPOOL Regional Transmission Planning Committee







 

